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Time with God
Read the entire Bible in 2020

Week 15

□  Judges 7-8; Luke 22

□  Judges 9-11; Psalm 17; Luke 23

□  Judges 12-16; Psalm 146; Luke 24

□  Judges 17-18; Psalm 21; Acts 1

□  Judges 19-21; Acts 2

Week 16

□  Ruth 1-2; Acts 3

□  Ruth 3-4; Psalm 37; Acts 4

□  1 Samuel 1-2; Psalm 120; Acts 5

□  1 Sam 3-5; Psalm 23; Acts 6

□  1 Sam 6-8; Acts 7

Week 17

□  1 Sam 9-10; Acts 8

□  1 Sam 11-13; Psalm 38; Acts 9

□  1 Sam 14; Psalm 124; Acts 10

□  1 Sam 15-16; 1 Chronicles 1; 
Psalm 39; Acts 11

□  1 Sam 17; 1 Chr 2; Acts 12

Week 18

□  1 Sam 18-19; 1 Chr 3; Psalm 59; 
Acts 13

□  1 Sam 20; 1 Chr 4; Psalms 56, 57 & 
142; Acts 14

□  1 Sam 21-22; 1 Chr 5; Psalm 52; 
Act 15

□  1 Sam 23-24; 1 chr 6; Psalm 54; 
Acts 16

□  1 Sam 25; 1 Chr 7; Acts 17

Week 19

□  1 Sam 26-27; 1 Chr 8; Acts 18

□  1 Sam 28-29; 1 Chr 9; Acts 19

□  1 Sam 30-31; 1 Chr 10; Acts 20

□  2 Sam 1-2; 1 Chr 11; Psalms 96 & 106; 
Acts 21

□  2 Sam 3-5; 1 Chr 12; Psalm 122; 
Acts 22

Week 20

□  2 Sam 6; 1 Chr 13; Psalm 60; Acts 23

□  1 Chr 14-16; Acts 24

□  2 Sam 7-8; 1 Chr 17; Psalm 132; 
Acts 25

□  2 Sam 9-10; 1 Chr 18-19; Psalm 89; 
Acts 26

□  2 Sam 11-12; 1 Chr 20; Psalms 51 & 
32; Acts 27

Week 21
□  2 Sam 13-14; Acts 28

□  2 Sam 15-17; Psalm 3 & 63; 
Romans 1

□  2 Sam 18-20; Psalm 34; Rom 2

□  2 Sam 21-23; Psalm 18; Rom 3

□  2 Sam 24; 1 Chr 21; Rom 4

Week 22
□  1 Chr 22-25; Psalm 78; Rom 5

□  1 Kings 1; 1 Chr 26-28; Rom 6

□  1 Kings 2; 1 Chr 29; Rom 7

□  1 Kings 3; 2 Chr 1; Psalm 42; Rom 8

□  1 Kings 4; Proverbs 1-2; Psalm 43 
Rom 9

Week 23
□  Prov 3-5; Rom 10

□  Prov 6-7; Psalm 7; Rom 11

□  Prov 8-10; Psalm 144; Rom 12

□  Prov 11-13; Psalm 8; Rom 13

□  Prov 14-15; Rom 14

Week 24
□  Prov 16-18; Rom 15

□  Prov 19-21; Psalm 40; Rom 16

□  Prov 22-23; Psalm 117; 
1 Thessalonians 1

□  Prov 24-25; Psalm 41; 1 Thess 2

□  Prov 26-28; 1 Thess 3

Week 25
□  Prov 29-31; 1 Thess 4

□  Song of Songs 1-3; Psalm 72; 
1 Thess 5

□  Song of Songs 4-6; 2 Thess 1

□  Song of Songs 7-8; Psalm 127; 
2 Thess 2

□  1 Kings 5; 2 Chr 2; 2 Thess 3

Week 26
□  1 Kings 6; 2 Chr 3; 1 Timothy 1

□  1 Kings 7; 2 Chr 4; Psalm 44; 
 1 Tim 2

□  1 Kings 8; Psalm 30; 1 Tim 3

□  2 Chr 5-7; Psalm 121; 1 Tim 4

□  1 Kings 9; 2 Chr 8; 1 Tim 5

Week 27
□  1 Kings 10-11; 2 Chr 9; 1 Tim 6

□  Ecclesiastes 1-3; Psalm 45; 2 Tim 1

□  Eccl 4-6; Psalm 125; 2 Tim 2

□  Eccl 7-9; Psalm 45; 2 Tim 3

□  Eccl 1--12; 2 Tim 4

Week 28
□  1 Kings 12; 2 Chr 1--11; Titus 1

□  1 Kings 13-14; 2 Chr 12; Psalm 47; 
Titus 2

□  1 Kings 15; 2 Chr 13-14; Titus 3

□  2 Chr 15-16; 1 Kings 16; Philemon

□  1 Kings 17-18; Psalm 119; Jude

Produced by Lower Lights Publications
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Robyn Bain (GiST Committee)

When was GiST established?
In 2013, a team was formed to take on the long-established 
role of the Presbyterian Church of Queensland’s Public 
Questions Committee.

Why was GiST established
It was formed to freshly explore the challenges we experience 
as Christians living in Queensland today.
It goes without saying that we see and feel our local cultural 
attitudes changing in all sorts of ways at work, in education, in 
our families, our chats to neighbours, our shopping, our online 
interactions, and our enjoyment of sport and the arts. The 
changes are rapid and complex. We’ve noticed how easy it is 
for Christians to be frightened as we sense this profound gap 
in values between ourselves and others. It can be hard to know 
how to even begin explaining why we think what we think. We 
can sometimes respond by quietly retreating, other times by 
reacting in anger and frustration. More often than we realise 
we simply blend in. Thinking and doing the same as everyone 
else comes to feel perfectly natural.
What is GiST’s purpose?
Its purpose is to equip believers in Presbyterian Church of 
Queensland’s (PCQ) churches to:
1. Live faithfully for Jesus in our community. We all need 

God’s help to honestly recognise the ways we imbibe 
worldly wisdom. We need God’s Spirit to renew our minds 
so we can see every aspect of our daily lives afresh through 
a gospel lens and live confidently and joyfully in light of it. 
Each year GiST explores a gospel centred approach to some 
key issues we face living in our community which can then 
be applied to other parts of our lives. 

2. Engage in gospel-hearted apologetics that point to 
the great hope we have in Jesus. The desire of the GiST 
team is to help believers prayerfully and actively seek 
opportunities to love their neighbours, thoughtfully 
speaking gospel wisdom to their needs and concerns, and 
praying with depth of biblical insight. Sharing the gospel 
has always been fraught with difficulty. But we want to 
encourage believers that since our powerful, merciful God 
is always sitting on His throne, we can confidently seek 
ways to explain our gospel reasoning, even to those we 
most fear. We encourage believers to do this as they speak 
to neighbours, work colleagues and policy makers in the 
public square.

How does GiST go about serving that purpose? 
Our strategy has been to start by doing the hard, biblical 
thinking on an area and writing a ‘background’ paper. 
We have done a number of these papers over the last seven 
years including The Gospel and Humanity, The Gospel and 
Environment, The Gospel and Abortion and The Gospel and VAD 
(Voluntary Assisted Dying). We will shortly be releasing revised 
versions of our paper on Sexuality and Gender. 
Often these papers are reviewed and adopted by the 
PCQ Assembly, which can all be viewed on our website:
www.gist.org.au. 
With that background work in place, we then produce shorter, 
more accessible resources also available on our website. 
Examples of our articles are #MeToo and God’s Justice, Speaking 
Well of Jesus and How do you get from VAD to Jesus?. 

Three resource pages have been produced to help believers 
think and act on particular issues facing our world today. They 
are titled Abortion, Voluntary Assisted Dying and Speaking Freely 
About Jesus.

GiST has also produced interviews with local believers 
who have experienced abortion up close and one with a 
Queensland Christian in the corporate workplace on speaking 
freely about Jesus. 

In 2018, a podcast on abortion in partnership with The Lydia 
Project from The Gospel Coalition Australia was released.

Also in late 2018 we were particularly glad to run an event 
about religious freedom. An audio recording of that event can 
be downloaded from the website.

During December 2019, we wrote a prayer for our country as 
we suffered through bushfire and drought.

We are currently working on a briefing on the use of medicinal 
cannabis. Our website has available to read, submissions to the 
government, sourced from different organisations on a range 
of topics. 

What happens at the GiST Team meetings?
The most important task at our meetings is discussing and 
critiquing our ideas and writing. We are thankful to God for 
nurturing within the team a culture of honest feedback, 
reflection and most importantly, a desire for gospel 
faithfulness. We also reflect on the experiences of believers 
around us in Queensland and brainstorm new ideas for serving 
them better. We sometimes interact with similar groups within 
the Presbyterian Church of Australia. And we pray! 

Who can be involved?
Members of the GiST Team are elected by the PCQ Assembly 
each year. We work foremost in conversation with the ministers, 
elders and congregation members of PCQ churches, but we 
also seek to encourage Christians and our community more 
generally. Therefore, we warmly welcome questions, wisdom, 
suggestions and stories from anyone interested in living 
faithfully for Jesus. We can be contacted via our website—
http://www.gist.org.au/contact/. 
We also encourage as many people as possible to pray that 
believers in churches around Queensland will live faithfully for 
Jesus and that many in our community will find rest and hope 
in the gospel of Jesus.

News | The Gospel in Society Today (GiST) Team

Back Row L-R: Andrew Bain, Andrew Millsom and Jeff Keighley
Front Row L-R: Jennie Baddeley, Robyn Bain (Convener) and Rohan Pieris
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Ben Swift who has been a contributor to PresLife has woven 
together a series of musings into a philosophical book called 
Beyond the Fish Sticker. 
I have read his book twice and found him to be a very 
knowledgable individual. There were many written illustrations 
to help explain his point of view.
I appreciated how Ben mentioned various theologians and 
other famous people that the reader could relate to, to support 
his claims. 
In the introduction, a summary of each chapter is given. 
As I came to each chapter, I kept referring back to this, to 
remind me of what its purpose was. 
The first three chapters were my favourites, particularly 
chapter one as it clearly explained what it means to be 
human. This paragraph stood out to me from chapter one 
under the heading Not so random: ‘It is exclusively through our 
understanding of who we are in relation to who God is that we 
come to comprehend what it means to be human. We have been 
gifted with the capacity to reflect the very nature of our Creator’.
I have been encouraged from reading this book to dig deeper 
into God’s Word to know Him better.
Editor, PresLife

In the Rearview Mirror – A reflection on 
the making of Beyond the Fish Sticker
It’s certainly tempting in life to look back in regret at the many 
opportunities lost and to wish for a second chance to better 
align our lives with what we think is best for us. After all, has 
anyone with faith in God not wrestled with the confusion that 
sometimes lines the paths God places us on? Being raised the 
son of a pastor, as I was, provides no scaffold to popularity but 
it does bring to light who you are and who you belong to at a 
young age—something I value now more than ever. 
Although growing older seems to bring few benefits with it, it 
is my experience that time allows for a clearer picture of why 
God withholds from answering some prayers, often allowing 
His people to go through struggles that at times come close to 
breaking us. It also becomes clearer that a “No” from God has at 
times served as protection from a life leading far from Him. But 
what has this got to do with writing a book you ask?

A good Christian book in my opinion comes from wisdom that 
is built on life experience, filtered through the lens of Christ. 
Ultimately this experience involves an intertwining of personal 
experience and the wealth of wisdom found in the writings of 
great thinkers from the past and present. As an author, I need 
to know if my thoughts can be trusted and supported by those 
who have spent lifetimes uncovering the truth of Christ as 
revealed throughout the Scriptures.
In setting out to write Beyond the Fish Sticker I was determined 
to keep one common thread throughout the book: Truth. 
While I planned to build a book that drew upon many personal 
thoughts and connections from my own life, my goal was to 
always draw the reader back to ultimate, objective truth, that 
which so much of humanity has tried to execute under the 
knife of subjective truth—the truth that is found exclusively in 
Christ, the truth that sets people free. As Malcolm Muggeridge 
once suggested, “It is truth that died, not God”. If I were to try 
and write a book, it must play its part in reintroducing this 
life-giving truth, one that is very much alive, to the hearts and 
minds of its readers. 
My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and 
united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete 
understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, 
namely Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge. Colossians 2:2-3
Beyond the Fish Sticker is a journey that crosses paths with many 
different areas of life including music, film, science, philosophy, 
psychology and theology. Why? Because these are the areas of 
life that have shaped who I am. God speaks to us in amazingly 
diverse ways. It is a pocket-rocket of a book that can be 
found taking up small amounts of real-estate in the Christian 
Worldview, Apologetics or Philosophy sections of book stores 
worldwide. If you are interested in reading more you can 
contact Koorong or follow the link below.
For those who decide to have a read, I hope you enjoy the 
journey.
Ben Swift, Author
https://morningstarpublishing.net.au/product/beyond-the-
fish-sticker/

Ben Swift completed an 
undergraduate degee at 
La Trobe University majoring 
in Botany and Zoology. 
He later completed post 
graduate studies in Education 
at RMIT and Librarianship 
at QUT. Ben has extensive 
experience in the field of 
Education, including teaching 
as an accredied Christian 
Studies teacher with Lutheran 
Education Queensland. 

He also works casually as a freelance writer in the area of 
Christian Thinking and Apologetics. Ben currently attends 
Wavell Heights Presbyterian Church in Brisbane with his wife 
and three daughters.

News | Book Review
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News |News | Bushfires in South Australia
Summer so far has dealt us some challenging weather, leading 
to numerous fires around the country. 
As a CFS volunteer firefighter, I travelled to New South Wales in 
November 2019; Cuddlee Creek, South Australia in December 
2019; and most recently, twice to Kangaroo Island—also in 
South Australia.
Whilst I have not been directly affected by these events, 
I witnessed the losses and destruction that many people 
faced—not only the physical losses, but the emotional impact 
as well.
Often with fires, you have the initial bad day in which the fire 
spreads out of control, then the following days are milder. 
This has been the case with Cuddlee Creek and Kangaroo 
Island. Whilst your primary task is to extinguish fires, it also 
involves helping the locals with their concerns or asking them 
“Are you ok? Is there anything we can do for you?”. One of the 
responses to that question was “Can you come and check the 
burning haystack every few hours so we can get some rest?”. 
It makes you realise how much the little things count.

On my last visit to Kangaroo Island, most of my time was spent 
on night shift: patrolling areas, looking for hotspots and other 
hazards within burnt areas, as there was lots of unburnt—and 
often valuable—feed outside of these areas. I wondered why 
one thing burnt, yet the next didn’t. I am sure there are many 
locals who wondered the same, and others thankful they still 
have their lives. 
As a firefighter, I am very thankful for all the support 
communities put forward, not only to the impacted people in 
these areas, but also for the support provided to firefighters, 
and the other agencies and groups that came to help.
As a Christian, I am also humbled to see how the Lord sends 
help and support in a time of need.
Evan, member of Mount Gambier Presybterian Church, SA

Kangaroo Island, South Australia

Kangaroo Island, South Australia Kangaroo Island, South Australia
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Whilst South Australia has had several bushfires in 2019/2020, 
it has become obvious that those in the Adelaide Hills and on 
Kangaroo Island, have been the most severe and devastating.
Commencing on 20 December 2019 and 3 January 2020 
respectively, these two fires have resulted in three fatalities, 
151 homes destroyed and have seen some 1,200,000 acres of 
flora and fauna succumb to the flames.
These statistics in and of themselves are grim; however, 
more alarming is the immense psychological and spiritual 
trauma that has been inflicted upon those encountering 
the devastation. Fire affected residents have responded in a 
variety of ways consistent with the normal range of grief such 
as denial, sadness, anger, helplessness—and some have quite 
quickly come to a place of acceptance. 
During the intense heartache and suffering there have been 
glimmers of hope. The morning after the fires had gone 
through townships, there were residents rallying together 
commencing immediate relief efforts. One inspiring man—
who had suffered the total loss of his family home and 
business—coordinated a citizen-led recovery effort which 
mobilized a team of local volunteers. His efforts lasted almost a 
week before handing it over to the local council.

On 3 January 2020, the Australian Defence Force commenced 
Operation Bushfire Assist which has seen 6,500 soldiers 
deployed across Australia. Almost a thousand of these are in 
direct support of fire affected communities in South Australia.
There have been seemingly countless volunteers in fire 
affected communities from organisations such as Red Cross, 
Salvation Army, Uniting Church of Australia’s Disaster and 
Recovery Ministries, Islamic Relief Australia and several 
veteran-led organisations such as Team Rubicon from 
Queensland.
Whilst both the volunteer and professional support has had 
an immeasurable impact, it is already becoming obvious that 
these relief and recovery efforts are temporary at best. 
The effects are going to be present long after all these 
good intentioned helpers leave. The local churches require 
intentional and strategic ministries that will endure the influx 
of support and be present beyond the recovery effort.
Josh Bouzanquet, Army Chaplain, South Australia

Kangaroo Island, South Australia

Adelaide Hills, South Australia

Adelaide Hills, South Australia
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Queensland Theological College Study Tour to Jordan & Israel
By Christopher Meadows

This recent tour (November-December 2019) could be described with words such as: amazing, wonderful, enjoyable, fascinating or 
awesome—a thesaurus may provide more descriptive terms. But perhaps, the best way to describe the outcome of this trip would be 
to say, that it helped participants to better understand God’s plan for the salvation of His people, through visiting the locations of many 
of the scenes from the Bible. Our journey was designed to help us know God better, love Him more, and follow Him ever more closely. 
Prior briefings and onsite commentary from our tour leaders, Wes Redgen (QTC Lecturer) and Gary Millar (QTC Principal), focussed 
clearly on the relevant biblical texts, so that we understood the significance of each location in the history of redemption. Each day 
started with an exposition of scripture (by QTC students and others), and prayer which helped us focus on the sites we would visit that 
day. Most days featured an end of day time of reflection together, and preparation for the next day—this was of immense value. 

We started and finished in Jordan, with most of our time spent in Israel, where we stayed in two places (Tiberius and Jerusalem) as our 
bases—this worked well. Every place we visited had its highlights. On our first day, we surveyed the plains of Moab from the heights of 
Mt Nebo in Jordan. We were reminded of the early stages of God’s plan to save a people for Himself by taking them out of Egypt to the 
land He promised to give them, so they could receive His blessing, and by faith participate in His salvation. The sites after this helped us 
better understand the progress of God’s plan through history, climaxing in redemption through the life, death and resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. At the end of our tour we visited one of the best preserved Roman cities (Jerash) in the world—a place filled with 
idols and temples of pagan worship. We were reminded that it was to cities just like this one that the Apostles and early Christians took 
the powerful Good News about our Lord Jesus, that brought many people to faith in our risen Saviour.

Our local tour guides were knowledgeable, helpful and very accommodating; the arrangements made for participants were well 
planned; the accommodation and food were of a high standard; we felt safe for the entire trip; and the weather was mild for most of 
the time.

So, yes the tour was for study purposes, but it was also highly enjoyable. 

Was it worthwhile? Yes it was. Would I recommend it? Definitely! For both those who are QTC students and not.

Thanks are due to all who planned and ran this amazing tour to provide a fantastic time for the participants.

Top Right: Jericho
Bottom Right: Mt Nebo
Background: View from Mt Carmel

Photos:
Top Left: Megiddo
Bottom Left: Petra
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Rev Emmanuvel Jhonly, minister at Sandgate Presbyterian Church 
and a member of the Australian Presbyterian World Missions 
(Queensland) Committee (APWM Qld), shares his experiences from 
a three-week study tour he went on in November 2019.
Together with others, I journeyed to the ends of the earth 
where it all began, to walk in the footsteps of our Saviour, 
Jesus Christ, and William Carey (a missionary from England). 
It was organised by Wycliffe Bible Translators Australia and 
coordinated by Keith Benn (one of APWM’s missionaries).
Being part of this tour was a wonderful privilege. We learned:
• What is ‘disciple-making’ all about? 
• Why is Bible translation absolutely essential to ‘making 

disciples of all ethnic groups’? 
• What is the status of Bible translation worldwide?
• How can mother tongue speakers be trained to translate 

the Bible into their own languages?
• How are translators from all over the world being 

trained in Jerusalem? 
• What do we learn in the Holy Land that will better 

prepare us to be effective disciple-makers in Australia 
and ‘to the ends of the earth’? 

Bangladesh
In Kumkumari Bazar we met the Mother Tongue Translation 
Teams (The Kurux, Kolhe, Khyang and Tripura). We saw 
firsthand how the translation work is being done; the amount 
of work involved; and the challenges they face. 
The team translated a couple of bible verses from Greek to 
Tamil (one of the languages spoken in India)—this was eye 
opening.
God also gave me an opportunity to share with the mother 
tongue translators, the importance of languages and 
translating the Bible (using my sermon from Genesis 11:1-9 
The Tower of Babel as a reference).

India
English missionaries: William Carey, William Ward, Joshua and 
Hannah Marshman arrived at the beginning of the 19th Century. 
Although they came chiefly to preach Christianity, they also 
dedicated themselves to assisting distressed people, creating 
social reconstruction and education for both boys and girls. 
They faced many challenges, such as difficulties from the British 
government and locals when trying to establish Mission Press 
and Serampore College, learning the languages and adjusting 
to a new environment. They also translated the Bible.

We were given a guided tour by Peter De Vries of Serampore 
College. He shared with us about the history of India and the 
College. 
Having come from India, I thank God for the Gospel which 
came to my country, and for the missionaries—like William 
Carey—who sacrificed their lives in order to bring the light 
of the Gospel.

Jordan
Whilst in Jordan, we visited the spectacular sandstone 
City of Petra—built in the 3rd Century by the Nabataeans. 
Learning about their history, culture and worship places was a 
wonderful experience.
I also had the privilege of meeting with Nabataeans and 
Bedouins, and experiencing their hospitality.

Israel
As we traversed the route from Jerusalem to Capernaum 
we experienced first-hand where our Saviour walked. We 
also met different people along the way: Palestinian Arabs 
and Christians; Messianic Christians; Elias Chacour (author 
of the book Blood Brothers) who gave us our initial insight 
into the plight of Palestinians, and the challenges faced by 
Palestinian believers in Israel; and Rasha, a Palestinian and 
the General Secretary of the Fellowship of Christian Students 
in Israel (FCSI). She told us that when FCSI was formed, their 
constitution included a clause which stated the Board would 
be comprised of 50% Palestinian and 50% Messianic Jewish 
believers. Rasha also said, “What unifies us is far greater than 
what divides us”.

Karmiel
We worshiped with Pastor Yossi’s (Jew) church at Karmiel in 
Galilee one Sabbath day. He is working hard to reach people 
from all backgrounds. It was the first time for me to worship 
along with Jewish people, and I was reminded of the verse 
from Galatians 3:28.

The number one highlight for me during this trip was meeting 
different people from different nationalities and seeing how 
the Lord works in everyone’s lives. I was also encouraged to 
continuously trust in the Lord in every area of my life, and to 
not be afraid to face the giants and challenges. It challenged 
me to reach all people with the love of Jesus Christ whatever 
background or language they may come from, because Christ 
is not a saviour of one particular race or background; rather he 
is the Saviour of the world.

News | Study Tour: Kumkumari to Capernaum



Mission | How to bring a missionary’s ministry to an    
 early end

Many APWM missionaries serve in countries where missionary 
activity is unwelcome.  This means we all have to take great 
care in how we handle any information relating to them.
Consider these two real-life situations involving APWM 
missionaries:
Scenario One
A missionary speaks in confidence at a church. 
A well-meaning member of the congregation is very 
impressed with what is said. They write about the missionary 
and their overseas ministry in the church newsletter. The 
information that was spoken in confidence now becomes more 
widely known. 
It then gets worse!
That same newsletter is put on the congregation’s website 
which is open for the whole world to see and search—the 
missionary doesn’t know about this. The information is now a 
ticking time bomb waiting for a zealous overseas immigration 
security officer to find it, and order the deportation of the 
missionary.
Scenario Two
A missionary on home assignment speaks in a church.
Someone enthusiastically takes their photograph. Their 
photo then appears in the local newspaper complete with 
the fact that the person is a missionary, serving in a particular 
country along with details of the ministry. A few years later the 
missionary is refused entry into that country.
Both of these situations (and others like them) could easily 
have been avoided, simply by taking care with how the 
information was handled.

Here are few tips to help keep a missionary in service:
1. Remember what you hear is privileged information and 

has been shared with you on that basis. During World War II 
there was a well-known saying, ‘loose lips sink ships’. So,
• Keep the information to yourself. 
• Don’t record it. 
• Don’t share such information with strangers—even if 

they are visitors to your church!
2. Don’t take photographs.
3. Don’t write down the missionary’s full name in any 

publication—and don’t write their country of service. Please 
even take care with church minutes.

4. A more recent challenge is the development of 
sophisticated facial recognition software. For that 
reason please don’t put any photos of security-sensitive 
missionaries on your website.

5. If you have any doubts, contact the APWM office or look in 
the APWM Prayer Directory for guidance.

Missionaries working in such situations are very careful not to 
draw attention to themselves. That applies to both the work 
they do overseas and back in Australia, such as when speaking 
at churches. They can’t afford to let their guard down. 
That means, even when speaking to a local congregation, they 
must often take care, lest there be someone at church who is a 
visitor from the country where he/she serves.
For further information contact: national@apwm.org.au
or (02) 8073 7490
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Photos
Top: Worshipping together at Summer School
Directly Above: Gary Millar, Principal of the Queensland 
Theological College preaching on 1 Thessalonians.
Bottom left: CMS missionaries Andrew & Margie Newman 
(Uganda) sharing about mission in the kindergarten-aged room.

Mission | Church Mission Society:
 Standing steadfastly at Summer School

At the start of January over 650 people made their way up to 
North Tamborine to begin 2020 grounded in the Gospel and 
God’s mission at the CMS’ annual Summer School.
Each morning, Gary Millar, Principal of the Queensland 
Theological College led adult attendees through 
1 Thessalonians, exploring the theme of Steadfast: Living for 
Christ’s return.
CMS Queensland with Northern New South Wales General 
Secretary, Mark Fairhurst, said he believed this year’s theme 
gave people a unique challenge to start a fresh year.
“We are extremely thankful to God for Gary’s teaching at this 
year’s Summer School”, he explained.
“Going through 1 Thessalonians we were challenged about 
what it means to live steadfastly for the Lord, and how do we 
actually keep our eyes on the return of Jesus when the world 
constantly asks us not to”. Mark said. 
In addition to adults being spiritually fed from the Bible, 
170 babies, toddlers, kids and teens were able to grow 
together as they learnt more about Jesus through bible 
teaching, stories, and missionaries.
“Kindergarten aged kids through to Year 12 see missionaries 
each day so they can get a first-hand account about what 
mission is, why people go on mission and how they can be 
part of God’s mission.
“It’s wonderful to hear from kids, youth and their parents 
about the impact a missionary has made on them and how 
they might view cross-cultural mission because of that”. Mark 
expressed.
For over 50 years Summer School has been a place for 
Christians to come together. A place to worship, learn more 
from the Bible, pray for and encourage missionaries, and gain 
more understanding about cross-cultural mission.
Planning is already in full swing for Summer School 2021. 
From Friday 1 January–Wednesday 6 January 2021 we’ll 
hear from Rev Dr Andrew Reid, Principal of the Evangelical 
Theological College of Asia, Singapore. 
For more information about CMS Summer School go to:
cms.org.au/qnnsw/summerschool

http://cms.org.au/qnnsw/summerschool


Please keep in your diary two upcoming events with QTC. The first is a day conference for all  
Christians, called ‘Facing a Task Unfinished’. Tickets are $65, unless you book with your church  

discount code, in which case they are $55 (available for the month of March only). If your church is 
not signed up and would like to be, please ask your minister to get into contact with us at  

events@qtc.edu.au.
The second event is the Study Week for Gospel Workers from Monday 20th - Thursday 23rd July. 

This event is for those in gospel ministry to spend a week hearing from God’s word, thinking 
through current issues and meeting with like-minded workers to encourage and cheer one another 
on. The speaker this year will be Jared C. Wilson, who is Assistant Professor of Pastoral Ministry at 

Spurgeon College, Author in Residence at Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, General Editor 
of For The Church, and Director of The Pastoral Training Centre.

Find more information, visit our website: www.qtc.edu.au/events



1) BIBLE STUDY GROUPS 
Each Bible study group 
“adopts” a missionary 
and commits to pray 
for them weekly, write 
to them quarterly, and 
Skype them yearly. In 
each group, one person 
is the “mission advocate” 
to make sure that these things happen. I then keep in touch 
with the advocates to encourage and help them.

 They take great delight in caring for their missionaries 
and often go the extra mile:  sending care packages, 
organising a meal together when their mission partner is in 
town. Some have even gone to visit their mission partner 
overseas!

2) FINANCIAL SUPPORT Missionaries need more than 
encouragement – they need money! At Chatswood, we 
have a big offering once a year, on our “Mission Sunday”, 
and the money that’s received is then divided amongst our 
mission partners.

 In the lead-up to Mission Sunday, we run a “Mission Month” 
which we kick off with a topical sermon on mission. We 
feature a different missionary each week, either in person 
or via video. We include a printed interview with that 
missionary in our news sheet on the week they’re featured. 
We sing mission songs and pray for them. The children and 
youth have a mission focus in their classes as well.

3) MISSIONFEST A particular highlight of Mission Month 
is our MissionFest evening. We have some lighthearted 
videos and a game linked to the our featured country. 
We sing, listen to a mission talk, and pray for our featured 
country and our mission partners serving there.

 This tells our members that mission is a Really Big Deal! By 
the time Mission Sunday rolls around, it’s well and truly on 
everyone’s radar. By God’s grace, we’ve seen our mission 
giving increase dramatically as people have felt more and 
more connected to the work of our missionaries.

4) PRAYER EACH SUNDAY Our missionaries need prayer all 
year long! So we pray regularly for them in church. Each 
Sunday we pray for one of our missionaries. This helps keep 
the congregation up to date.

Australian Presbyterian
World Mission

The Australian Presbyterian World Mission exists to glorify God by facil itating
the spread of the gospel to people overseas and Aborigines within Australia.

www.apwm.org.au 1 Clarence Street, Burwood NSW 2134 (02) 8073 7490 national@apwm.org.au
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HOW CAN YOU PROMOTE MISSION IN THE YOUR CONGREGATION?

WORKPARTNERS 2020  
Talua, Vanuatu

Beth Esdale serves as the mission coordinator at Chatswood Presbyterian Church in Sydney. Here she outlines how mission is kept 
at the top of the congregation’s agenda.

5) PASTORAL CARE FROM CHURCH LEADERS I try to keep in 
touch with all our missionaries throughout the year, even if it’s 
just a short reply to their newsletter like, “It’s great to hear about 
Franco becoming a Christian. We’re praying for you!”

Mobilising for Mission 

How can the congregation be further mobilised for mission? We 
seek to do this through:

1) Personal conversations – We try to tap people on the shoulder 
who seem gifted for cross-cultural ministry.

2) Advertising short-term and long-term opportunities

 Go to missionseek.com

3) Mission Trip reports to the congregation.

4) Praying in church that God would raise up missionaries from our 
congregation.

A great resource is Becoming Global: Integrating Global Mission 
and Your Local Church, a Practical Approach by Bruce Dipple and 
the missionseek.com.au, for researching short and long-term 
mission opportunities.

Imagine a home maintenance ‘to-do’ 
list that never seems to end! That’s 
the situation at Talua, the main Bible 
College of the Presbyterian Church of 
Vanuatu. 

There is always something on 
campus that needs upgrading, 

repair or replacement. For many years APWM has sent teams to 
Talua to assist them in the maintenance and development of 
the buildings. APWM is planning to send teams in July 2020 and 
December 2020. We don’t yet know the exact time as there are a 
number of factors to consider. We are calling for expressions of 
interest in joining the 2020 teams. 

If you would like to know more then please contact Sheryl 
Sarkoezy in the APWM National Office national@apwm.org.
au or (02) 8073 7492

 

Presbyterian Inland Mission 
PO Box 287, Woori Yallock VIC 3139 
03 9005 8256 
www.pim.org.au 

 
An Exciting New Era for PIM  
We finally found it! After many months of searching and negotiating, we have purchased PIM’s new home. 
In early February, we picked up the keys to the property which will be known as New Dunesk. Our new home 
has 600 acres, a homestead, a great spot for a camping ground and a range of sheds that will be put to good 
use as we rollout the New Dunesk initiative. 

You will find PIM’s new home just five minutes south of Ardlethan in New South Wales, along the 
Newell Highway. It is easy to find and get to. And crucially, it is ideally located to connect churches in the most 
populated parts of our nation with frontline mission activities in the least populated areas⎯places where 
there is very little gospel witness. 

This year we plan to launch our PIM Nomads’ Network (for Grey Nomads) from New Dunesk. A number of 
other initiatives are also being developed that will create lots of new ways for you to get involved in the 
ministry of PIM, including our fantastic Gap Year programme. 

Keep up to date with how New Dunesk is developing by following PIM on Facebook, signing up to receive our 
On Track newsletter (pim.org.au/impact/) or driving down and visiting our home at 6550 Newell Highway, 
Ardlethan NSW. 

We look forward to seeing you at New Dunesk sometime in 2020! 

 

You can also join with us in reaching isolated people by 
praying for our teams in New South Wales, Tasmania, 
Western Australia, Victoria and Queensland, and by 
supporting them financially. 
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Mission | PresCare Chaplains:
 Bringing the Hope and Love of Jesus to the 

Older Australians 

What church do you attend?
Caloundra Presbyterian Church

When and how did you become a Christian?
I was sent to a local Sunday School at an early age by 
non-Christian parents. At primary school I learnt about 
the Bible in Religious Education classes. I accepted Jesus 
as my Saviour at a youth camp.

It wasn’t until my later teenage years that I began to 
really understand that being a Christian was a life-long 
commitment to live each day as a follower of Jesus, and I 
have continued to grow and stand firm in my faith since 
then.

Why did you become a Chaplain?
Several years ago, I felt God’s call on my life to become 
a chaplain. My children were grown up and had left 
home, my husband retired, and so I felt the need to do 
something that had more of a focus on God’s kingdom 
for my remaining time in the workforce. I left my job 
in retail and went to college to study the discipline of 
Chaplaincy, not knowing what type of chaplain I would 
become.

During the course we looked at various forms of 
chaplaincy and I thought aged-care chaplaincy was 
not for me. I was later contacted by the Director of 
Chaplaincy for PresCare regarding a vacancy for a 
Community Pastoral Carer in my area, inviting me to 
speak with him about it. I went for the interview and 
discovered I had many skills that related well to the role. 

Meet the Team:
Robyn Sansbury, Sunshine 
Coast Community Chaplain

I was later appointed as a Community Pastoral Carer 
on the Sunshine Coast. The position title has changed 
to Chaplain, and I am still happily doing it almost eight 
years later.

What are some of the joys of Chaplaincy?
I would have to say meeting so many different people 
and being able to interact and engage with them.

Early in my time as a chaplain I went to visit a client and 
he said to me “I want to become a Christian? Can you 
tell me how to become one?”. His request was genuine, 
and I continue to work with him in developing his faith 
and helping him face the challenges that growing older 
brings.

There have been others who I’ve been able to walk 
alongside and help develop an intimacy with God, that 
has given them strength to face life and death situations 
in a more meaningful way.

What are some of the challenges of Chaplaincy?
1. Saying goodbye to people you have come to know. 

In community it is not only because our clients die, 
but more often they move into residential care or go 
to live closer to family members. This means you lose 
contact with them after being part of their lives for 
so long. I know carers feel it also, so I try to support 
them, and understand that they grieve too.

2. Seeing our older generation who live in the 
community become more socially isolated. Living in 
their own homes for as long as they can is more 
attractive, but it also means spending long periods of 
time at home alone. It becomes more difficult when 
their mobility decreases and they’re no longer able to 
drive or go out on their own. A visit from the chaplain 
can be helpful to process the changes in their lives, 
and come to terms with growing older and looking at 
new ways of reconnecting with people again.

How can the Presbyterian Church of Queensland be 
praying for you?
My role involves lots of travel around the Sunshine Coast. 
I am mindful that driving on the roads presents risks, so I 
value prayer for protection as I drive.
Also, I ask for wisdom to be an encourager when I visit, 
and know what to say and when to say it; the ability to 
connect well with clients, families and PresCare staff so 
that I can do my job well; to be a blessing to everyone 
I come in contact with; and to always be willing to 
share the hope of the Gospel when the opportunity is 
presented to do so.
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Youth & Childrens Ministry | 

Back in November 2019, Jumpstart Schoolies again 
hosted a fresh cohort of graduates celebrating the end 
of high school!
Stradbroke Island’s Point Lookout was the spectacular 
back drop as Danny Mitchell challenged us all to 
consider what the Bible says about Jesus being the ‘Rest’ 
of our life. It was great to be able to tackle this topic 
while ‘resting’ from school, and looking ahead to 2020.
We also managed to squeeze in jet skiing, surfing, 
4WDing, paddle boarding, daily gelato, beach sessions 
and much more. 
One of the great joys of camp this year was seeing 
young people from all over Queensland gather as 
strangers, and leave as true friends in the faith. Most 
of the campers are Christians, and it was great to see 
the connections they made with one another at other 
Presbyterian Church of Queensland camps grow into real 
togetherness over the week. 
The camp began as an alternative to the typical 
schoolies week break. It is continuing to provide this 
opportunity to celebrate the important rite of passage—
celebrating the completion of 12 years of schooling—in 
an unashamedly Christian way. This camp is one that 
inspires and edifies!
Please pray that the young people who attended will 
continue to grow as followers of Jesus, and trust Him as 
they step into the next phase of life.

Mission | PresCare Chaplains:
 Bringing the Hope and Love of Jesus to the 

Older Australians 
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Camp Bunya
Looking for a retreat in the mountains for your church, 
youth, community or school group? Why not try 
Camp Bunya? You will find us in the spectacular wilderness 
range of the Bunya Mountains which forms part of the 
Great Dividing Range.

Facilities
Recently the campsite underwent extensive renovations, 
including adding a large deck, a new kitchen, extending 
the meeting areas and improvements to the layout of the 
dormitories.

Accommodation
There are two dormitories which both have double deck 
bunks: the front one sleeps 24 and the back 32. Each dorm 
has showers and toilets.  An accessible toilet is available that 
can be used as a leaders’ bathroom (if required). There is also 
a separate leader’s cabin which accommodates two people. 

Kitchen
It has all the essentials to cook up a storm, including a gas stove 
and oven, microwave, commercial fridge, deep freezer, urn, 
dishwasher, teapots, boilers, baking trays, cooking utensils, 
crockery, cutlery and toasters.
The outdoor area near the kitchen has a barbecuefor cooking 
snags or a juicy rump steak on a summer’s daywith several 
tables and seats.

Dining Area & Meeting Place
The dining area can also be used as a meeting place for up to 
50 people. It includes a video player and 65-inch TVcapable 
of supporting PowerPoint presentations, videos and 
Google TVwhiteboard, lectern, blackboard and notice board 
fixed to the walls.

Things To Do and See
Stuck for ideas? How do these grab you? Star gazing, 
birdwatching, bushwalking in the National and Russell Parks, 
satisfying your sweet tooth with Bunya nut ice cream, 
scones, etc. at Poppies’ Café, enjoying the majestic Bunya Pines, 
or toasting marshmallows around the camp firejust to name 
a few.
If this sounds like the ideal spot for your group getaway, then 
BOOK NOW! Contact the caretakers at campbunya@pcq.org.au.
For further details, including booking form, fees, terms and 
conditions click here.

Camp Tinaroo
Want to avoid the hot sultry days of Far North Queensland? Are 
you looking for a place to have your school, youth or church 
camp? Why not book Camp Tinaroo?
You will find us (1326 Tinaroo Falls Dam Road, Tinaroo) on a 
bush covered peninsula jutting into Lake Tinaroo which is only 
a one hour and fifteen-minute drive west of Cairns. The lake 
is man-made and can be found in the centre of the Atherton 
Tablelands with lush bush surrounding it. 

Facilities
Accommodation
It is dormitory style with 82 beds, 4 leaders’ rooms and a 
cook’s quarters.

Kitchen
It is fully equipped for self-catering, or catering can be 
arranged.
An undercover BBQ/picnic area is available. Why not cook a 
snag or two, or a rump steak on a summer’s day? Then sit back, 
put your feet up and enjoy the peaceful surroundings.

Meeting Place
A conference hall with a stage is available. The following 
equipment is accessible for use: radio microphones, speakers, 
whiteboard, overhead projector and television/video player.

Things To Do and See
It is the ideal location for swimming, skiing, bushwalking, 
fishing and birdwatching.
Recreational activities to do on site include:
• Beach Volley Ball
• Football/Cricket on the sporting oval
• Basketball
• An orienteering course
• Table Tennis
• Fishing/swimming
• Bushwalking
If this sounds like your ideal location for camping, then what 
are you waiting for? BOOK NOW! Contact the caretakers at 
camptinaroo@bigpond.com.

Presbyterian Campsites | Queensland
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Camp Tamborine
Need a break from the hustle and bustle of city life? Need time 
to think, reflect and refresh? Why not book Camp Tamborine?
You will find us amongst the beautiful and picturesque 
surroundings of Mount Tamborine (32/28-32 Keswick Road, 
North Tamborine).

Facilities
Two buildings are available for use which are ideal for group 
retreats of up to 88 people. One has the conference hall with 
comfortable seating, good lighting, a Smart TV, WiFi, projector 
screen and a white board. Further equipment can be added if 
required.
The other has the dining hall (which seats up to 88 people) and 
kitchen.
Both buildings have a wood heater for those cold winter days 
and large fans for the hot summer days.

Accommodation
There is sleeping accommodation in the upstairs areas of 
both buildings for up to 88 people. Shower and toilet facilities 
can be found at each end. There is also ambulant/disabled 
accommodation and bathroom facilities

Kitchen
It has all the essentials to cook up a feast fit for a king or queen, 
including a zip heater, cold room, freezer/fridge, crockery, 
cutlery, etc.
There is also a large barbecue availablefor cooking snags or a 
juicy rump steak on a summer’s day.

Laundry
Washers and dryers are available for use.

Things To Do and See
Stuck for ideas? These might tickle your fancy:
Wine and cheese tasting, soaking up caffeine at the various 
cafes along Main Street, indulging your sweet tooth with some 
fudge from Granny Macs on the Gallery Walk, bushwalks, scenic 
lookouts—just to name a few.
Also, less than an hour’s drive from Tamborine is the 
Gold Coast, with its long sandy beaches and surfing spots.
If this sounds like the ideal spot for your retreat, then 
BOOK NOW! Contact the caretakers Rob & Lyn Nantes on: 
(07) 5545 3570 or camptamborine@bigpond.com.

mailto:camptamborine@bigpond.com


in education
100 YEARS

Outstanding education. Values for life.

pmsa-schools.edu.au

CHOOSE FROM FOUR GREAT PMSA SCHOOLS IN SOUTH-EAST QUEENSLAND.  

The PMSA is a mission of the Presbyterian and Uniting Churches.

Brisbane Boys’ College
bbc.qld.edu.au  I  3309 3500
Boys: Prep to Year 12
Boarding: Boys from Year 5 

Clayfield College
clayfield.qld.edu.au  I  3262 0262
Girls: Pre-Prep to Year 12  
Boys: Pre-Prep to Year 6  
Boarding: Girls from Year 5

Somerville House
somerville.qld.edu.au  I  3248 9200
Girls: Pre-Prep to Year 12  
Boys: Pre-Prep 
Boarding: Girls from Year 6

Sunshine Coast Grammar School
scgs.qld.edu.au  I  5445 4444
Early learning: 3 months to Pre-Prep
Co-ed day school: Prep to Year 12 

Book a tour today

Ardens sed Virens

www.fairholme.qld.edu.au
Proudly a college of the Presbyterian Church of Queensland

A Boarding School that embraces 
 her challenges, and celebrates her triumphs.


